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IMM CONTACTS 
ithacamonthlymeeting.org  

Meetinghouse: 
120 Third Street • Ithaca NY 
14850 
607-229-9500 

Clerk:  
John Lewis • 607-227-6273 
clerk@ithacamonthlymeeting.org 

Assistant Clerk: 
Bronwyn Mohlke • 607-220-3219 
bjqmohlke@gmail.com  

Treasurer:  
Mike Simkin 
607-387-5174 • 
mes13@cornell.edu  
3137 Jacksonville Rd • T-burg, NY 
14886 

Ministry & Worship:  
Shirley Way 
607-319-1494 • shirley-
way61@gmail.com 

Childcare Requests:  
Ellie Rosenberg • 277-1403 
ellierosenberg7@gmail.com 

Friends Center for Racial Justice 
at the Burtt House, 227 N Willard 
Way 
Angela Hopkins  
angela@fcrj.org  
607-319-2644 

Listserv: 
To join our email list for meeting-
related announcements, send an 
email message addressed to: 

IMMRSF-L-request@cornell.edu 

with message body as simply: join 

Marilyn’s List: 
To email Friends and others mes-
sages that may be of interest to 
Friends, consider sending your 
message through Marilyn Ray. To 
join or contribute, email: 
mlr17@cornell.edu 

 Newsletter of the 

Ithaca Monthly Meeting  
Of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
 

A Brief History of Hector Monthly Meeting 

—Tom Brown and Simon St. Laurent” 

Hector Friends settled near Perry City (Town of Hector) and built their first 

meetinghouse in that area. On January 13, 1830, the Scipio quarterly meeting 

of ministers and elders approved a proposal from Hector Friends for a select 

preparative meeting to be held at Hector “on the day before their monthly 

meeting when the queries are answered.”   

That first meeting was held March 9, 1830. Jessee Mekeel was appointed clerk 

for one year. These Friends moved to Jacksonville in late 1864 and met for a 

time in a school house on the opposite side of the road from the current meet-

inghouse. Their minutes say nothing of the building of their first meetinghouse 

on the current property, but minutes from 1900 mention the need for a new 

meetinghouse and the formation of a committee for that purpose. The current 

Hector Meetinghouse was built sometime between 1903 and 1906. 

HMM underwent a separation in 1857 when a portion of the Preparatory Meet-

ing broke off from the Wilburites and affiliated with the Otisites. (A number of 

conservative meetings in the Northeast experienced splits during this time  

Hector, continued  on page 4         

 

Sharing Our AVP Connection with You 

—Gina Varrichio 

The Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) has been around since the 1970s. As 

a response to the Attica prison riots, a group of men incarcerated in New York 

State's Greenhaven Correctional Facility called the "Think Tank" joined forces 

with a Quaker worship group in the facility to author the first AVP workshops, 

focused on creative conflict resolution built on the principles of affirmation, 

respect for all, community, cooperation, and trust. 

Most Quakers have at least some peripheral interaction with the program—

seeing a workshop or training being offered, hearing about it in Meetings or 

gatherings, etc. Some participate in one or more levels of the training. Some 

become involved AVP facilitators, both inside and outside of prisons. 

There are several of us in IMM that are involved in AVP. Shirley Way and Karen 

Reixach are among the regular team that facilitates workshops at Cayuga Cor-

rectional Facility (CCF). Gina Varrichio and Kathleen Gale are the outside facili-

tation team for Elmira Correctional Facility (ECF). Other past and present facili-

tators in our meeting are Susan Wolf, Barbara Barry, and likely others. 

AVP continued  on page 3 
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A Bit of Local History: Ezra Cornell’s Dis-
ownment 

Ithaca’s own Ezra Cornell was a birthright Quaker. Ezra 

was later disowned by the Religious Society of Friends for 

marrying outside of the faith to a "world's woman," Mary 

Ann Wood, a Methodist. They were married March 19, 

1831, in Dryden, New York.  

To the right is a letter, written in Ezra’s own hand, to 

Friend Nehemiah Merritt on the subject of his recent re-

moval. Googling suggests that Nehemiah Merritt was liv-

ing in or around Mararoneck, which would have been 

near where Ezra was born. 

The letter says: 

Friend Nehemiah Merritt 

I received a letter from thee some days ago and am sorry 

I have not had time before now to answer it.  This is a very 

busy season of the year with us on account of the 

[illegible, maybe “blasting”?] business and I must offer 

that for an excuse. 

Thou art a stranger to me but thee hast informed me of 

no more than I expected to hear. If the Meeting feel that 

they have done right, I have no reason to complain—And 

if I feel than I have done right I don’t see what reason 

they have to complain. I have not disobeyed any [illegible, 

regulations?] I have bound myself to follow. I have always 

considered that choosing a companion in life was a very 

important affair and that my happiness or misery in this 

life depended on the choice and for that reason I never 

felt myself bound to be directed in the affairs by any 

higher thing than my own feelings. I have done as reason 

directed me and I feel as though I had done right. 

I am satisfied at any rate with my choice. But as they have 

severed the member from the body, it must be lost to 

them. I hope it will not wither and decay… perhaps it may 

flourish and increase in strength after it recovers from the 

stress caused by the separation from the body. 

Thee says thee has a desire to see me. I shall be extremely 

glad to receive a visit from thee any time when the health 

of thy family will permit. I remain a well wisher of the So-

ciety. 

Ezra Cornell. 

Ithaca, 24th of 2nd month, 1832. 

5th Annual Northside United Celebration 

It is time again for a special neighborhood celebration that 

grew from a seed planted by our meeting. It will be Saturday, 

August 11th, 3-6 pm. This year it will be in the 210n Hancock 

Street parking lot rather than at the meeting house.  Please 

come and meet neighbors, enjoy live music, dancing, food and 

childrens activities. Friends have generously offered to help in 

the past and we hope this will continue! If you are willing to set

-up, bring a dish to pass, scoop ice cream or clean-up, please 

contact Karen Friedeborn at karen.friedeborn@gmail.com or 

call (607) 280-5208.  
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AVP, continued from page 1 

How can you contribute to our efforts?  

 Hold us and the workshops in the light. Consider 

thinking of us, during Meeting for Worship or another 

time during the weekend, while we are in our work-

shops. 

 

 Participate in a workshop. You are invited to sign up 

for a workshop either inside a prison or in the commu-

nity. Signing up for a workshop in a prison is a lengthier 

process then registering for a community  workshop, 

but a very important and rewarding experience, espe-

cially for Quakers. It will require you become approved 

as a prison volunteer (the prison differentiates between 

volunteers, employees, and inmates only). It will require 

you fill out an application, be fingerprinted, undergo a 

background check, and some other not-complicated, 

but not-quick hurdles. If you plan to participate in a 

prison workshop, you need to begin the process at 

least 2 months before your workshop is scheduled. 

Contact Shirley Way (CCF) <shirleyway61@gmail.com> 

or Kathleen Gale (ECF) <kathgale43@gmail.com> about 

any of the workshops below. If you are interested in the 

community workshop below, contact Gina Varrichio 

<zealth_1@yahoo.com>. 

 

 Volunteer. AVP is always looking for additional outside 

facilitators to come in and assist with the workshops. If 

you have completed your Training for Facilitators and 

are interested in joining one of the regular teams or 

facilitating a single inside workshop, please contact 

Shirley Way (CCF) or Kathleen Gale (ECF). To offer sup-

port assistance for the upcoming community workshop 

(food preparation, advertising, etc.), contact Emily Hop-

kins <emilyshopkins@yahoo.com>.  

 

 

Meetinghouse Door Code Changed 

As is IMM procedure, the access code to the Meeting-

house changed on Friday, July 20. If you are a commit-

tee clerk or someone else who regularly accesses the 

Meetinghouse during non-MfW times, please let some-

one on TSMC (see below) know so we can share the new 

code with you. 

— Melissa Travis Dunham, Gina Varrichio,  

Tony Serviente, Carl Peterson 

AVP Workshops in 2018:* 

Aug 24-26    Advanced (CCF) 

Sept 21-23    Basic (Community Workshop in Ithaca, NY) 

Sept 28-30    Basic (x2), Advanced (ECF) 

Sept 28-30    Basic (CCF) 

Oct 19-21     Basic (CCF) 

Nov 2-4       Specialized Advanced - Manly Awareness (CCF) 

Nov 30- 

Dec 2           Training for Facilitators (CCF)      

Dec 7-9        Basic, Advanced, Training for Facilitators (ECF) 

 

*In CCF, ECF, or the local community. 

Funeral for Elizabeth Root 

Betsy Root (of Perry City Meeting) lost her great-

granddaughter, Elizabeth, on Saturday, July 21st. Elizabeth 

was 2 years old. The service for Elizabeth will be held 

at 11am, Monday, July 30th, at St. James Catholic Church:, 

17 Whig St, Trumansburg. For more information contact 

Ness-Sibley Funeral Home, 888-534-5446. Friends are invit-

ed to attend. 

 

July, August in IMM History 

15 Years Ago (July 14, 2002) 

Erica Weiss was welcomed into membership of IMM. 

35 Years Ago (July 9, 1982) 

Carol Kimball was welcomed into membership of IMM upon 

transfer from Stony Run (Maryland) Friends Meeting. 

40 Years Ago (July 11, 1977) 

The Overseers, currently consisting of five members, recom-

mended and Meeting agreed to have them seek one addi-

tional member. The Overseers have particular charge over 

marriages and memberships. 

A Meeting for Worship exchange was planned with the Per-

ry City Meeting, for which Perry City Friends would join Ith-

aca Friends at Hector MH on one August Sunday and Ithaca 

Friends would attend Perry City Meeting on a different Sun-

day. [This exchange was an annual event for several years, 

although a few Ithaca Friends kept the option to worship at 

Hector on the Sunday we were to join Perry City Friends. 

Meeting for Worship at Perry City was a programmed 

Meeting then and during these particular years their minis-

ter did not have a Quaker background]. 

It was noted at the August Meeting for Business that Hiro-

shima Day had been observed with a talk by Ned Burtt, a 

march, and an all-night vigil. 
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Hector,  continued from page 1 

the larger Wilburite group into Otisite and Kingite factions; 

others identified themselves as Primitive, and Evangelical 

meetings).  A restoration of the two groups occurred in 

1881. 

Conservative Quakers of the 19’th century held many be-

liefs and practices Friends hold today: silence, spirituality of 

worship, belief in the Inner Light, and simplicity, which to 

them meant plain dress and living a plain life.  They were 

also at the opposite end of the continuum from evangelical 

Quakers; they rejected instantaneous conversion, baptism 

by water, and revivals.   

However, conservative Quakers had important differences 

from most orthodox Quakers.  They appointed ministers (a 

title of respect in unprogrammed Meetings) and overseers 

who exercised significant control over individual meetings, 

the most notable manifestation of which was the discipline 

on marriage.   

Marriage was to only occur between two Friends, and at 

Hector MM, each Friend was required to be a member of 

that Meeting.  During the 1840s particularly, the minutes 

show several cases of former HMM members being dis-

owned for marrying outside the Meeting.  Also, from 1859-

1868, separate business meetings were held for men and 

for women. 

The combination of HMM being a small rural Meeting and 

its strict rule about marriage only within the Meeting led to 

a dearth of children in that Meeting.  It was the custom at 

each Hector business Meeting to discuss several queries; 

the clerk summarized these responses in the minutes and 

they were then sent to the Quarterly Meeting.  One of these 

queries dealt with the raising and teaching of children.  

From 1915 until the last recorded minutes of October 1950, 

the response to this query was that there were no children 

in the Meeting. 

I have found nothing in the early IMM minutes that sug-

gested any tension between the few Hector friends who 

joined with other Ithaca Friends to launch IMM.   Three for-

mer HMM members became IMM clerks: Amy Grace Me-

keel (1947-50), Theodore Oliver (1950-52) and Sarah Oliver 

(1954-56 and 1964-66).  Theodore Oliver was HMM clerk 

from 1939-50 and asked to be relieved of his clerking du-

ties at HMM in late 1950 because he had been appointed 

IMM clerk.  

Digitized minutes from Hector Monthly Meeting (HMM) 

were obtained from Swarthmore Friends library and are in 

several files: 

HMM Register (1756-1965: births, deaths, certificates of 

removal) 

HMM (Ministers and Elders, Quarterly Meetings, 1830-1863) 

HMM (Men’s minutes, 1830-1860; 1860-1868) 

HMM (Kingite, 1859-1881) 

HMM (Otisite, Women’s minutes, 1859-1868) 

HMM (Conservative, minutes, 1881-1921) 

HMM (Conservative, 1921-1950) 

 

Friends General Conference Survey on In-
stitutional Racism 

You are invited to participate in the Friends General Confer-

ence (FGC) Institutional Assessment on Racism Survey. The 

purpose of this survey is to identify specific examples as 

well as patterns of institutional racism within FGC.  

 

The Institutional Assessment came about in response to 

concerns lifted up via petition at the 2016 Gathering. The 

evidence gathered will be analyzed in late summer to deter-

mine actions that FGC can take to move toward becoming a 

multi-cultural and anti-racist institution. Our recommenda-

tions report will be presented to FGC's Central Committee 

in October 2018. 

  

You are invited to take this survey now! It is important to 

capture testimonies from all FGC constituencies, particularly 

Friends of Color. Truth telling allows us to move beyond our 

own mythology of who we believe we are as Quakers to-

ward a clearer vision. As a community we need to open our 

collective eyes to what may be a part of our practices that 

has unintended results. While many Friends are actively en-

gaged in personal work to root out racism, that does not 

absolve FGC as a whole from identifying and dealing with 

institutional, systemic racism. 

To access the survey, enter this link: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/FGC_IA 



August 2018 • Ithaca Monthly Meeting Newsletter http://ithacamonthlymeeting.org page 5 

August 2018 Calendar of Ithaca Monthly Meeting 

Women’s Chair Yoga 

Mondays and Thursdays, 11am 

For four years, this practice has enriched the life of several 

Friends as well as neighbors not otherwise part of IMM. 

Women’s health is a central motif for gentle movement, 

energetic breathing, and spiritual renewal. No special cloth-

ing or equipment needed. Summer schedule may vary, so 

check with Nancy Gabriel: call or text 339-7123 or email 

ntg2@cornell.edu if you’re new to this or have questions  

Fellowship Lunch 
Thursday, August 2, noon 

Formerly known as “men’s fellowship.” Please join us for 

lunch at the Ten Forward Café above the Autumn Leaves 

bookstore. 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki Remembrance 
Monday, August 6, 6:00-7:00pm 

There will be a one-hour silent vigil (rain or shine) seated 

around the Peace Pole in front of the Friends Center for 

Racial Justice (227 North Willard Way, Ithaca). This vigil of 

mindfulness and remembrance will mark the 73rd anniver-

sary of the United States’ dropping the first nuclear bomb 

on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, and dropping the second 

nuclear bomb on Nagasaki, Japan on August 9, 1945. All 

are welcome. If there are questions, please contact Eliza-

beth Schneider, Peace and Social Justice Committee, 273-

3566, or at neschneid@aol.com. 

Meeting for Worship at Hector Continues 
Sundays, 10am 

We have resumed Meetings for Worship at Hector Meet-

inghouse, 5066 Perry City Rd, every week through Septem-

ber. This traditional Quaker meetinghouse is beautiful and 

rustic (no electricity or plumbing). If you are new to IMM or 

haven’t visited Hector Meeting House in some time, you 

might want to check it out. Tom Brown or Dreia Spies can 

provide directions and answer questions. Please note that 

worship at Hector begins 30 minutes earlier than it does in 

town, leaving time to get to Business Meeting. 

Earthcare Committee 
Sunday, August 5, noon to 1:30pm 

All are welcome to join this monthly Earthcare discussion.  

Meeting for Worship with Attention to 
Business 
Sunday, August 12, Rise of Meeting 

Join the Quaker decision-making process. Proposed agen-

da items should be sent to our clerk, John Lewis, by the 

preceding Monday.  

Dish-to-Pass Brunch 
Sunday, August 26, Rise of Meeting 

Bring something tasty to share if you can. All are welcome.  

Newsletter submissions due 
Thursday, August 30, 5pm 

Please send your newsletter contributions to Marin Clark-

berg: 

150 Giles St., 14850, 607-279-4722, clarkberg@cornell.edu. 

Aging, Resources, Consultations, and Help 
(ARCH) Speaker: Kendrick Arthur Kemp 

Sunday, September 30, 12:30pm 

At the invitation of ARCH, Kendrick Arthur Kemp will be 

speaking after brunch at 12:30 on September 30. Kendrick 

has a Masters of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary 

and a Masters in Social Work. He is a black male who has 

been living with a disability. From his studies and his own 

life experience, Kendrick has developed the Black Libera-

tion Theology of Disability, which is meant to provoke 

thought and movement for both black people living with 

disabilities, and the society in which they live and inter-

act. All are welcome.  

 10:00am Meeting for Worship for all ages at Hector 

Meetinghouse, 5066 Perry City Road. 

Mid-week Meeting at the Burtt House 
Wednesdays at 7:30pm 

The Burtt House is at 227 North Willard Way, Ithaca.  

On Sundays Other Weekly IMM 

mailto:ntg2@cornell.edu

