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Newsletter of the

Ithaca Monthly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

April 2012

IMM CONTACTS

Meetinghouse: 
120 Third Street • Ithaca NY 14850 
607-229-9500

Clerk: 
Steve Mohlke
52 Gray Road • Ithaca NY 14850 
607-216-8411  
clerk@ithacamonthlymeeting.org

Treasurer: 
Mike Simkin
3137 Jacksonville Rd • T-burg, NY 14886
607-387-5174 • mes13@cornell.edu 

Ministry & Worship: 
Marin Clarkberg 
607-279-4722 • clarkberg@cornell.edu

Pastoral Care:
Emily Williams
703.297.9849 • ewy310@gmail.com

Childcare Requests: 
Kathy Beissner • beissner@ithaca.edu

Burtt House:
Mary Balfour, Friend in Residence
227 N. Willard Way, Ithaca, NY 14850 
607-273-5421

Listserv:
To join our email list for solely for 
meeting-related announcements, send 
an email message addressed to:

IMMRSF-L-request@cornell.edu

with body of the message as simply:

join

Scheduling: 
To set up or schedule a program or 
presentation for the meeting and/or to 
reserve a room at the meetinghouse, 
please see the instructions on the web-
site.

Website: ithacamonthlymeeting.org

Upcoming Programs for Ithaca Monthly Meeting
Join us on April 29 and May 6 from 9:00-10:00 at the Third Street Meetinghouse for two 
discussions about spiritual communication.  

April 29: How Do We Understand the Divine?
In generations past, Friends shared a common spiritual vocabulary, generally based in 
Christianity and the bible.  But the Quaker openness to learning from the Light present 
in people who did not share that culture has existed from the time of George Fox as well.  
Today, we need to draw on this second aspect of our history more than ever as we seek 
to communicate with one another, and with those outside our Society, about the Divine.  
How do we experience the Divine?  What words do we use to communicate about some-
thing that is essentially indescribable?  How do we share our experiences of the holy in 
ways that will speak to that of God in others and in language that they can take in?

May 6: How Do We Talk with Our Children About the Divine?
As parents, or grandparents, we are responsible for helping our children understand and 
become comfortable with their own spirituality.  How do we explain to a child something 
that is beyond human understanding, without reducing it to a caricature?  How can we 
help our children name and claim their own experiences of the holy?  How do we over-
come our inhibitions about talking about our own beliefs?  And what about our fear that 
we may be imposing our beliefs on our children or that our beliefs will be rejected?

None of us have all the answers, but all of us have some of the answers.  Join us for what 
should be two interesting and fruitful discussions and let’s learn from one another.

See also “Undoing Racism Workshop Series” on page 5.

Melody Johnson leads 
the audience in a  
sing-a-long.  

For more pictures of the 
Nth [Nearly] Annual 
Quaker Talent Night, 
turn to page 2.
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Earthcare Hosts Guy McPherson
Guy McPerhson will be visiting our 
Meeting on Tuesday, April 3rd.  

He is the author of “Nature Bats Last” 
and most recently, “Walking Away from 
Empire”. He’s a former professor emeritus 
(of biology) at the University of Arizona 
who went “to the edge of the peak oil and 
climate change abyss” and rather than 
backing away, jumped in, leaving his ten-
ured position for building an intentional 
community in the southwest. 

Vickey Kaiser of Fredonia Meeting is coor-
dinating Guy's trip around New York State.  
She writes, “His laying out of climate 
change and the devastating consequences 
we’re headed for is spellbinding.  What he’s 
doing to establish a durable community is 
uplifting. . .”

While many of us are very familiar with 
the triple-whammy of Peak Oil, Global 
Climate Disruption, and the Great 
Recession, Guy gives updates on the de-
tails of how seriously the use of fossil fuels 
is impacting climate patterns more quickly 
than scientists had expected. But as his bio 
indicates, he tempers his Bad News with 
the Good News of things we can do (or do 
more of ).

Guy suggests we watch National 
Geographic’s “6 Degrees That Could 
Change the World” as good background 
information. That way he can focus on new 
material and up-to-date information for 
his audiences.  Visit the video.nationalgeo-
graphic.com website to find it.

— Margaret McCasland

Above, Benjamin helps Melissa with the micro-
phone.  Right, Heather leads the crowd in Zumba 
aerobics.  Below, the audience in rapt attention.

The Wolfe-Wawrzynek family, above, may soon be better known as the Eastern 
Heights String Band.

We were treated to a stellar performance of Shimmer Lake, other-
wise known as Amy and Laura.
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The Meetinghouse Bench

Soon after moving into Third Street, meet-
ing received a donation of two benches (and 
other furnishings) from Peggy Walbridge.  
Both were painted green.  One—a rough 
hewn pew—went into the meetingroom.  
The other—a more refined settee that was 
known as the “meeting bench” in Peggy’s 
family—was placed in the entry hall.   

The green paint, cracked but not without 
charm, contained lead.  The Third Street 
Meetinghouse Committee opted to refin-
ish the benches to remove this hazard.

In working on the settee, I found a brand-
ing mark on the underside and pieced 
together a bit of history.

The settee was built by Joseph Burden, a 
chairmaker operating in Philadelphia at the 
corner of South Third and Chestnut Streets 
from 1791 to 1837.  Joseph was a member 
of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting South 
District until he was “disowned for mar-
riage out of unity” in 1788.  As it happens, 
his brother John was disowned for marry-
ing “contrary to discipline.”  

Joseph was also affiliated with the “Free 
Quakers”—a group of disaffected Friends 
who rejected pacifism in support of the 
Revolutionary War.  Betsy Ross was a Free 
Quaker when their meeting house was 
closed due to dwindling membership in 
1836. The Free Quakers Meeting House 
still stands at the corner of Fifth and Arch 
Streets in Philadelphia.

The first census of the United States was 
completed in 1790.  In the publicly acces-
sible printed edition, the names of residents 

are printed block-by-block, such as “Pear 
Street between Second and Third Streets, 
North side.”  I do not find Joseph Burden 
listed in that volume, but the neighborhood 
where he operated is remarkable.  Among 
the residents of Third Street in the vicinity 
of Chestnut:

Hamilton, Alex., Esq. (Secretary of the 
Treasury of the U.S.)

Rush, Doctr Benjn
McKean, Thos (Cheife Justice)
Ewin, Revd John, D.D. (Provost of 

University)
Also residing within the same block: a shoe 
maker, a gun smith, a paper stainor (that 
is, a wallpaper maker), a school mistress, 
a coach maker, a barber, a tanner, a tavern 
keeper, a baker, a “taboconest” [sic], an “iron 
monger,” and several merchants and gro-
cers.  I suppose since Philadelphia had only 
40,000 residents in 1790, all Philadelphians 
were pretty much neighbors then.  Still, it 
sounds like a fun neighborhood to me.

My best guess is that the settee was origi-
nally painted white with brick red stripes 
highlighting the bamboo-styled grooves.  
(Its hard to imagine, as it seems like it 
would be quite garish!)  This painted style 
was very chic in that era, and a hallmark of 
Joseph Burden’s Windsor chair line.  

This is pure speculation on my part, but I 
wonder if the lead paint he used played any 
role in the fact that none of his three off-
spring survived infancy.  

— Marin Clarkberg

Suice Prevention:  
Two Way to Help

Volunteers Needed
Suicide Prevention and Crisis Service is 
looking for volunteers to serve as crisis 
counselors for its telephone and internet 
crisis programs. Training is provided! The 
next training series begins on April 16th. 
To learn more and download an application 
form, go to www.ithacacrisis.org and click 
on the volunteer tab. 

Out of the Darkness: Fundraising 
Walk to Save Lives
More than 100 students, faculty and ad-
ministrators from Onondaga Community 
College are expected to participate in the 
upcoming Out of the Darkness Campus 
Walk on Saturday, April 28, 2012.  The 
fundraising walk supports the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) 
by helping to support local and national 
suicide prevention and awareness programs.

The Onondaga Community College 
Out of the Darkness Walk is one of over 
50 Out of the Darkness Campus Walks 
(www.outofthedarkness.org) being held 
this spring nationwide. Members of the 
greater Syracuse area are invited to partic-
ipate with OCC in reaching their $5,000 
goal. Nationally, AFSPs Campus and 
Community Walks unite more than 85,000 
walkers nationally and raise more than $5 
million for suicide prevention efforts.

For more information, contact Rebekah 
Tanner, r.tanner@clasnet.sunyocc.edu or 
(315) 498-2004

Meetinghouse Needs
The Third Street Meetinghouse Committee 
has a little wish list.  On it:

• stainless steel pots/cast iron frying pans
• vegetable peelers
• hot air popcorn maker

If you feel inclined to donate one or more 
of these items please let Erica Weiss know 
via email eweiss@ithaca.edu or in person.

Soup Sunday Dates Changed!
Our teenage First Day School group, the 
Power Quakers, will continue their soup 
making on Brunch Sundays (that is, gener-
ally fourth Sundays) instead of Meeting for 
Business Sundays.  Thanks!

Special Dates for Monthy 
Business Meeting
Several of the dates for Meeting for 
Worship with Attention to Business are 
different from our usual second Sunday 
over the coming months.  

Please note these dates:

April 15 (changed due to Easter) 
May 20 (changed due to Mother’s Day) 
June 10 (second Sunday as usual) 
July 9 (Monday evening only if a 

meeting is needed - otherwise no July 
meeting) 

August - No Meeting for Business
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A Message for IMM
During the recent retreat, The Heart 
of Worship, Christopher Sammond 
explained that the following quote  re-
peatedly came to his mind. Each time 
he thought this isn’t relevant to the 
retreat until he realized he was receiv-
ing a message specifically for Ithaca 
Monthly Meeting. Since reading this 
on the page will not carry the power of 
hearing it in silent worship,  you may 
want to pause for a few minutes of si-
lence  before and after reading this.

O lay down your burden, O lay it all 
down; pass the glass between you,

drink it up. Place the light before 
you, come through the door,

the dragon doesn’t live here anymore.

Sing with the choirs that surround 
you, dance to the music in your soul:

Look into the eyes that really see 
you; place all that you have into that 
bowl.

O lay down your burden; O lay it all 
down; pass the glass between you,

drink it up. Place the light before 
you; come through the door,

the dragon doesn’t live here anymore.
— Sung by Susan Osborne  

with The Paul Winter consort

Friends Supporting Friends
The Pastoral Care committee arranges tan-
gible support for Friends in times of need.  
Many of us in Meeting are very willing to 
lend a hand, but don't always know what 
is needed.  Our committee has drawn up a 
new questionnaire, so that Friends can indi-
cate what kinds of support they are willing 
to offer, from meals, to errands, child care, 
yard work, etc.  We will provide paper cop-
ies of the questionnaire at Meeting for 
worship, as well as a link to the question-
naire on the IMM Website.  This will help 
us make arrangements as needed.  Please 
feel free to get in touch with any of us if you 
have any questions.

— Emily Williams Yesukevich, Melissa 
Travis Dunham, Bronwyn Mohlke, Marion 

DaGrossa, Kathy Beissner

All God's Critters Got a Place in 
the Choir:  FGC in Rhode Island 
this July
Friends General Conference (FGC) has 
a gathering every summer where Friends 
get together, and have the opportunity to 
participate in one of about 40 workshops 
that run every morning all week.  Evenings 
typically feature wonderful programs of 
broader Quaker interest and there is lots 
of time for fellowship and worship with 
Friends.  This year's theme is All God's 
Critters Got a Place in the Choir, and will 
include a Community Sing with Grammy 
award winner Bill Harley.  FGC will take 
place at the University of Rhode Island, 
from July 1 - 7.  Given its relative proximity 
to Ithaca compared to recent years' loca-
tions, it would be great for lots of Ithaca 
Friends to attend.  Carpooling is a strong 
possibility.  If you are intrigued by this op-
portunity but want to know more about it, 
long time and enthusiastic attenders from 
our Meeting to talk with include Toni 
Murdough, Ellie Rosenberg, Janis Kelly, 
Melody Johnson and Dick Crepeau.

More details and online registration can be 
found at www.FGCgathering.org  Early 
registration is April 4-15, which makes 
it more likely that you will get your first 
choice of workshop.  Registration closes for 
a few days at that point, and then Standard 
Registration starts on April 21.

Needed: Burtt House Caretaker
Mary Balfour, Caretaker of the Burtt 
House, has decided to end her long tenure 
(6 years!) as Caretaker/Friend in Residence 
of the Burtt House, effective August 2012. 

The Burtt House Committee’s charge in-
cludes: “hiring and supervision of the 
caretaker, who in addition to performing 
other duties works with the Committee in 
the selection of residents for the house and 
in the ongoing maintenance, safety, and se-
curity concerns related to the house and 
grounds….” 

The duties of the Burtt House Caretaker 
are many and can be time-consuming. The 
caretaker’s general responsibilities include 
managing and overseeing maintenance of 
the house and grounds, the scheduling of 
events at the house, and maintaining close 
communication with the Burtt House 
Committee and the Burtt House Working 
Group. 

The caretaker should be a person involved 
in activities of concern to Friends and who 
is committed to the goal that the house 
provides a warm and welcoming envi-
ronment for all activities of the Ithaca 
Monthly Meeting. The caretaker should 
share the concern that the Burtt House is 
a center for peace activities and peace edu-
cation.  In addition, it is the responsibility 
of the caretaker to oversee and nourish the 
spirit of cooperation within this living 
community. This includes – but isn’t limit-
ed to – the scheduling of regular meetings 
of House residents and communal dining, 
and hospitable interactions with sojourners. 
All of these endeavors are to be conducted 
in a manner that allows the House to con-
tinue to be a “harbor of peace, renewal and 
refreshment to all who enter it.”  (Ned and 
Marjorie Burtt, May 15, 1981)

Any adult or couple interested in applying 
for the position should contact Fell 
Cadwallader at creativeconsonance@gmail.
com for more information and instructions 
on how to apply.

— Melissa Travis Dunham

For the Burtt House Committee and Burtt 
House Working Group:  

Mary Balfour, Tom Brown, Wilma Brown, 
Fell Cadwallader, Blair Jennings , Chris 

Dunham, and Joanne Sturgeon
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April in Ithaca Monthly Meeting History
Compiled by Meeting Historian, Tom Brown.

5 Years Ago (Apr.  15, 2007)
Clerk Tom Brown asked Friends to recommit to making Meeting 
for Worship with Attention to Business a safe place for all, in the 
spirit of the article by Christopher Sammond in the then-current 
issue of SPARK: the conflict of ideas is good insofar as differences 
of ideas are stimulating and we can avoid focusing on differences 
of personality.  

15 Years Ago (Apr. 14, 1997)
Dick Crepeau was approved as Clerk of IMM. Much appreciation 
was expressed for Ruth Yarrow’s clerkship. [The Yarrows moved to 
Seattle, which necessitated finding a new clerk at this time.]

40 Years Ago (Apr. 10, 1972)
Wilma and Tom Brown were approved as new members of IMM.

45 Years Ago (Apr. 10, 1967)
Thor Rhodin reported that there were 250 to 300 people at the 
Easter Peace Bridge Pilgrimage (Buffalo), 50 of whom were from 
Ithaca.  $5,000 was taken across the bridge into Canada for sup-
plies of medicine, etc. for North and South Vietnam.  Some of 
the Young Friends planne to attend the April 15 Mobilization in 
New York.  Another walk across the Peace Bridge was scheduled 
for June 18.  

60 Years Ago (Apr. 14, 1952)
The committee to visit Marta Teele (IMM member who an-
nounced she would not be able to worship in Anabel Taylor 
when it opens because it is a war memorial) reported.  This was 
followed by discussion of the various alternatives of moving into 
Anabel Taylor — buying or building a meetinghouse, or meeting 
in Friends’ homes.  This in turn led to a discussion of the value of a 
university-centered meeting, and also of the relationship between 
worship and action among Friends.  Though no conclusions were 
reached, a sincere attempt was made by everyone to work toward 
understanding some of the problems of the Meeting. 

80 Years Ago (Apr. 19, 1932)
After gathering for dinner at Willard Straight Hall, Friends con-
vened for the annual meeting of the Ithaca Association of Friends.  
After reading the minutes from the last meeting and a report on 
activities for the past year, officers for the following year were ap-
pointed (Alfred Wray, Clerk; Grace Mekeel, Treasurer; Alice 
White, Program Committee Chair).  The balance of the evening 
was spent listening to Timothy Malouf tell of the work of Friends 
in Ramallah, Palestine, where he had been a student and his par-
ents had taught.  The talk was enjoyed by all.

Undoing Racism Workshop Series:  
Training for Building a Beloved Community

The Religious Society of Friends possesses no blueprint for social 
order. However, our Society, since its founding, has labored for 
the ordering of a community life in which all may have free and 
full opportunity to express and develop that divine potential with 
which everyone is endowed.

— New York Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice, 1995

Ithaca Monthly Meeting will be hosting the 7th annual Undoing 
Racism Series at the Third Street Meeting House! To register 
for one of three sessions (see below) contact Carolyn Kenyon at  
clkenyon09@gmail.com or (607) 273-7922.  

The first two meetings of the sessions are all day, from 9am to 4pm.  
The third meeting in a session is from 9am to 1pm.

Session 1: Mondays: May 7, 14, and 21

Session 2: Tuesdays: May 8, 15, and 22

Session 3: Wednesdays: May 9, 16, and 23
Attendance in all three days of a session are required.

Workshop participants will engage in a comprehensive explora-
tion of how racism shapes American institutions, often without 
our conscious understanding that it is doing so. The goal is to fos-
ter local work groups that will continue the conversation and work 
toward institutional change.

National Trainer Rev. David Billings’ analysis moves beyond a fo-
cus on the symptoms of racism to an understanding of what it is, 
where it comes from, how it functions, why it persists and how it 
can be undone. 

Joint the Nightingales at Mohawk Valley
Imagine... 20 or so Friends...young, older, in between... Sitting in a 
sunlit, full-windowed meetinghouse overlooking farms and fields..
fireplace light, songbooks scattered everywhere... Song after song 
is sung from the circle, each  person picking one and sharing the 
story (or not)..setting the tempo and pitch.. Stir in community 
meals with shared job chore in local Friends' homes, wandering 
up or down the road to share the communion of Spirit and food... 
Sprinkle in hospitality, camping, or a bed roll spread on the floor...  
Add  First Day worship in a rapidly growing meeting, so richly fed 
by this jouous nourishment...

If this sounds like fun, come join the Nightingales once again 
at Mohawk Valley Meeting, on May 4-6, 2012. A potluck dish 
and donations of $10 and your joyful assistance are all it takes.  
Everyone is most welcome, regardless of singing ability.

For our planning for meals and beds, please make reservations 
with Buffy Curtis, havehelpinghands@gmail.com (508-566-6639 
by April 15. After that date we may not be able of offer more than 
camping as accommodations.

Melody Johnson is planning on going and would enjoy carpooling.  
Please contact her at rcrepea1@twcny.rr.som or 272-8755.
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Middle East Debates at LACS
In their Facing History class, Rosie 
Altucher and Jasper Clarkberg have been 
assigned the parts of George Mitchell  
(US) and Bashar al-Assad (Syria).  They 
have been studying their characters for two 
months.  On March 26, 27 and 28, they will 
play those roles in front of TV cameras for 
the 24th annual Middle East Debates at 
LACS school  

Guests are welcome to slip in and out; 
come on by the theater (turn right at the 
main entrance) and see:

Monday 9:10-10:55  Opening speeches
Tuesday 9:10-10:40 & 3:35-5:30 Live  

debate
Wednesday 9:10-10:40: Voting and 

closing speeches.

Meditation and Prayer Room 
Opens in Anabel Taylor Hall 
As part of its focus on creating a caring 
community at Cornell, Cornell United 
Religious Work is proud to announce the 
official opening of a meditation and prayer 
space in Anabel Taylor Hall. This space is 
open to the entire Cornell community dur-
ing building hours (9:00 AM until 10:30 
PM daily). The room is furnished with a 
plush carpet, meditation pillows, and a 
kneeler. It is a non-sectarian space with no 
religious iconography. Fresh apples will be 
available, too! For more information, con-
tact Leslie Meyerhoff (5-6003; mls73).

National Teacher of the Year to 
Speak 
Michelle Shearer, 2011 National Teacher of 
the Year, will speak on “Teaching, Learning 
and the Power of the Human Factor” on 
April 24 at 7 p.m. in 233 Plant Science 
Building on the Cornell University cam-
pus.  For more information, see education.
cornell.edu/toy/index.html

 

     A convenient, consistent way to help our Meeting grow 

 
Enjoy the convenience of electronic giving 
Our Meeting offers electronic giving, which allows you to make 
donations on a scheduled, automatic basis.  If you are writing checks, 
you will especially appreciate electronic giving.  It is convenient for you 
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our Meeting. 
 
 
 

How to get started 
 
To set up electronic donations, simply complete the authorization 
form on the right and return it to the Treasurer: Mike Simkin, 
3137 Jacksonville Rd, Trumansburg, NY 14886.  Donations can 
be debited automatically from either a checking or savings 
account. 

 A U T H O R I Z A T I O N  F O R M  
Ithaca Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends Inc. 

Your name: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Email address: 
   
I would like to make the following contribution(s):  

Date of first contribution: ___/___/___ 

Frequency of contribution (check one): 
  Weekly – Mondays 
  Bi-Weekly (every other week) 
  Semi-monthly – 1st and 15th  
  Monthly on the 1st 
  Monthly on the 15th  

 

  General Operating Fund 

  Building Fund 

  Kitchen Cupboard________ 

  Other _________________ 

  Other _________________ 
Total  

$ ______ 
$ ______ 
$ ______ 
$ ______ 
$ ______ 

 
 

CHECKING / SAVINGS Complete this section if using your checking or savings account 

Please debit my (check one): 
  Checking account—attach voided check   Savings account—attach voided deposit slip 

Routing #: Account #: 

Valid routing # must start with 0,1,2 or 3 
 
I authorize the above organization to process debit entries to the above account.  I understand that 
this authority will remain in effect until I provide reasonable notification to terminate the authorization. 

Authorized signature: ______________________________________________  Date:       /        / 
 

 

A convenient, consistent way to help our Meeting grow

Enjoy the convenience of electronic giving
Our Meeting offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled, 
automatic basis.  If you are currently writing checks, you may especially appreciate elec-
tronic giving.  It is convenient for you and provides much-needed donation consistency 
for our Meeting.

How to get started
To set up electronic donations, simply complete the authorization form below and re-
turn it to the Treasurer: Mike Simkin, 3137 Jacksonville Rd, Trumansburg, NY 14886.  
Donations can be debited automatically from either a checking or savings account.

Managing Giving to IMM through Electronic Transfers 

Meeting Treasurer Mike Simkin has set up a way for you to make donations to Meeting 
easily and regularly using electronic funds transfer from your bank to the Meeting’s. If you 
have any question feel free to e-mail or call Mike Simkin at mes13@cornell.edu or 607-
387-5174.
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Clerk: Steve Mohlke
Assistant Clerk:  Antonia Saxon
Recording Clerks: Nancy Gabriel and Marilyn Ray
(The @ signifies that the minute has been read and approved during 
Meeting. Please note that copies of all annual reports provided during 
this Meeting are on file with and available from the Clerk or Recording 
Clerk.)

2012-03.01  Gathering

Ithaca Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society Friends met 
in Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business on 
March 11, 2012 at the Third Street Meetinghouse.  At 12:15 PM, 
13 Friends settled into open worship. Clerk reviewed the agenda 
of the day’s business and spoke about his process for developing 
the agenda. Clerk extended our appreciation to Nancy Hilligas for 
holding the day’s Meeting in the Light. Clerk opened the meeting 
by reading the queries Christopher Sammond offered us for the 
Heart of Worship retreat that will be taking place March 16-17, 
2012 at the Third Street Meetinghouse.  Friends continued with a 
period of open worship.

2012-03.02  Ministry and Worship

Marin Clarkberg presented four proposals from Ministry and 
Worship.

a. Worshipers at the Third Street Meetinghouse on Thursdays 
requested to change the day to Wednesday at the same time 
(5:30-6:30pm).  Friends APPROVED moving the Thursday 
worship to Wednesday’s at 5:30-6:30 and changing the name 
to Meeting for Worship.  APPROVED  @

b. Friends have asked that Sunrise Worship on Easter Sunday 
be moved from Hector Meetinghouse to the Third Street 
Meetinghouse at 6:00am.  APPROVED @   

c. Due to second First Days during the next few months falling 
on Easter and Mother’s Day and summer vacations, Ministry 
and Worship recommended the following dates for Meeting 
for Worship with Attention to Business:  April 15; May 20; 
June 10; July 9 (A Monday evening only if a Meeting for 
Worship with Attention to Business is needed—otherwise 
no July Monthly Meeting), and No Monthly Meeting in 
August.     APPROVED  @

d. Friends APPROVED the Annual State of the Meeting 
Report with the addition of a sentence about our chil-
dren and other minor edits.  It is our intention to include 
the children in the writing of annual reports in the future.  
APPROVED @

2012-03.03  Meeting for Discernment

Bronwyn Mohlke read the report.  Friends received the report @

2012-03.04 Social Justice Report

Sue Ruff reported on the following four items:

a.  The Committee strongly urges Friends to consider attending 
the Undoing Racism Workshops that are going to be held 
at the Meeting House in May.  Scholarships are available if 
needed. 

b. The Committee encourages donations to support local food 
backs.  During March and April donations will be augment-
ed by a grant from the Feinstein Foundation. 

c. The Committee is working on distribution of an article, “For 
the Common Good.”  Copies will be available and the article 
will be discussed at the joint meeting of Social Justice, Peace 
Witness and Earthcare on April 1, 2012.

d. Monthly Meeting heard a report from Barbara Barry on 
her meeting with Pastor Brower and Kara Eaton (formerly 
Smith) of the AME Zion Church, and about some possibili-
ties involving the whole Meeting in developing a relationship 
with the church.  Friends encouraged the Social Justice 
Committee to continue looking for ways engage the Meeting 
in these activities beyond the Committee.

Friends received the report.  @

2012-03.05  Treasurer’s report

Mike Simkin summarized the financial statement for February.  
He reported that Meeting donated $177 to Kitchen Cupboard last 
month.  During February, Meeting received $1,935 in donations to 
the general fund, and at the end of the month had received about 
10 percent of our anticipated donations for the year.  Contributions 
toward pledges to the Third Street Meetinghouse Fund are con-
tinuing to come in.

Friends received the report.  @

2012-03.06  Other concerns

A Friend observed that as we discussed the possibility of having 
a Called Meeting, it was referred to as addressing a problem.  A 
Called Meeting does not mean that there is a problem, but rather 
that we have an opportunity to give something special attention. 
APPROVED   @

Thirteen Friends settled into worship at 1:45pm before adjourning.  
Our next regular Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
will be held at the rise of Meeting on April 15, 2012.

 

Respectfully Submitted,

Marilyn Ray 
Recording Clerk
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April 2012 Calendar of Ithaca Monthly Meeting
Social Justice, Earthcare and Peace Witness 
Sunday, April 1, Rise of Meeting
All are welcome to join this joint meeting of three committees 
putting faith into action.  

Guy McPherson Presentation and Discussion 
Tuesday, April 3
Earthcare will host Guy McPherson, the author of “Nature Bats 
Last” and most recently, “Walking Away from Empire.”  See page 
2 for more information about Guy. Contact Margaret McCasland, 
216-1091, margaret@mccaslands.com for more information on 
the schedule.

Sunrise Meeting on Easter 
Sunday, April 8, 6a
On Easter morning, there will be a special Meeting for Worship at 
the Meetinghouse.  Please join us for this special opportunity, to be 
followed by breakfast (see below).  There will still be Meeting for 
Worship at the normal 10:30 start time as well.

Easter Breakfast 
Sunday, April 8, 7a 
Breakfast at the Meetinghouse will follow sunrise Meeting for 
Worship. Friends who missed the sunrise Meeting are welcome 
to join in, and may opt to stay for the regular 10:30 Meeting time.  
Nancy Gabriel and Marion DaGrossa are providing the basics of 
breakfast. ,You are welcome to bring something to share but that’s 
not necessary.    

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
Sunday, April 15, Rise of Meeting
Note that this is a special date for monthly meeting.  Please pro-
vide agenda items to Steve Mohlke (see contact information on 
page 1 sidebar) by the preceding Wednesday).

Women’s Fellowship 
Friday, April 20, 7p
We’ll again enjoy fellowship at the Ithaca Bakery on Meadow 
Street. Enjoy coffee, tea, dinner, and/or dessert.

Spring Gathering 
Sunday, April 20-22
Each spring, our regional Meeting—called Farmington-Scipio 
Regional Meeting—gets together for a full weekend. Spring 
Gathering is wonderful time to convene with Friends from around 
the region (Syracuse down to Elmira, and west). Many of us will be 
joining the fun at Long Point Camp, just over an hour from Ithaca 
and near Penn Yan.

Newsletter submissions due 
Thursday, April 26, 5p
Please provide your newsletter contributions to Marin Clarkberg: 
150 Giles St., Ithaca NY 14850, 607-279-4722, clarkberg@cornell.edu. 

Afternoon Tea at Chris & Melissa’s  
Saturday April 28, 3-6p 
Chris Dunham and Melissa Travis Dunham invite F/friends to 
their annual afternoon tea. Stop by 105 Dunmore Place for a 
snack, cup of tea, or just conversation. Please don’t bring anything; 
we’ll be happy just to see you! Call 277-9599 with questions or for 
directions.

Dish-to-Pass Brunch... with Soup 
Sunday, April 29, Rise of Meeting
We’ve changed the date of our monthly, fourth Sunday dish-to-
pass lunch.  Usually the fourth Sunday, this month we’ll use the 
fifth Sunday.  Power Quakers should be making soup.  Friends are 
invited to bring a dish to share, but are welcome to join in the eat-
ing in any case.

Earthcare Committee 
Sunday, April 29, Rise of Meeting
All are welcome.

Friends Bike Clinic 
Sunday, April 29, 1p
Note that the Bike Clinic will be held on the fifth Sunday in April 
so as to not conflict with Spring Gathering.  Bring your bikes and 
let’s unsure they are road-ready.

 Other Weekly IMM Events
 9:30a Coffee and fellowship in the library of the Third Street 

Meetinghouse
 10:30a  Meeting for Worship for all ages at the Third Street 

Meetinghouse
 10:45a  Friends participating in First Day School exit the 

meetingroom.  Please be mindful of footfalls while up-
stairs, and consider removing your shoes.

Wed 5:30-6:30p Meeting for worship at the Third Street  
  Meetinghouse 

Wed  7:30p Midweek meeting for worship at the Burtt House 
   (227 N. Willard Way)

Thurs  5-5:30p Peace Vigil at the bottom of East State Street near 
the Community School for Music and Arts

 Every Sunday


