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The following is excerpted from the May
2006 issue of Spark. For more information on
Summer Sessions held at Silver Bay, see the
May Spark, visit www.nyym.org, or contact
Melanie-Claire Mallison.

Christopher Sammond, general secretary
of NYYM, shares the following:

When Friends gathered to discern the
theme for this year’s annual session, we
became clear to name a powerful upwelling of the Divine Spirit among us,
straining to become manifest, like groundwater welling up through the soil, creating
a spring. We struggled to put language on
what we were sensing, but this is a realm
where words fail us.
We were clear we needed to convey
a sense of God’s presence already among
us, in fact, breaking through. We were clear
that this power of God was manifested in
and through community, and at the same
time, is what creates and gives the essence
of community to us as a people. We were
clear that there are barriers in ourselves, individually and corporately, which stand in
the way of this powerful ﬂow of the Spirit
seeking to bring us to new life.
Only when we added the three queries
did we feel that we had named, still imperfectly, what was clear in our hearts. Come
wrestle with us, seeking to know what we
must do to unleash the Blessed Community,
poised and ready to take form.
1. What are we seeking to create?
2. What are the fetters that bind us?
3. What would we be doing if we lived
in the Blessed Community?
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Study Groups during Summer
Sessions 2006 include:
• AFSC Presents: On Immigration and
Detention
• Aging in NYYM
• The Agony and the Ecstasy: Recovering
Racists Work with Allies of Color
• Attending to our Grief
• Beyond Kindness and Charity: How to
Meet the Minimum Needs of All
• A Brighter Light
• Connecting with and Creating Cultures
of Peace (Mac Larsen is one of the
leaders)
• Facets of Conﬂict Transformation
• Globalization in the Modern Nicaraguan
Context
• Healing Ourselves
• Health Crisis in Akwasasne: Indian
Affairs Study Group
• JYM Quakerism 101 (Modiﬁed)
continued on page 8

Silver Bay, NY
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June 2006 Calendar of Events
7:00 pm Celebration Circle / An interfaith worship service
led by Jody Kessler ***

Weekly Events:

Every Sunday 10:30 to 11:30 am: Meeting for Worship in
the Hector Meeting house
Every Tuesday 9-9:20 pm: Worship in your own home
Every Thursday 4:30 to 5:30 pm: Peace vigil at the bottom of
East State Street

Other Events

June 1 Thurs 8:30 pm As part of the Ministry and Oversight
committee meeting, Friends will be held in the Light at 8:30.
Those not on the committee are welcome to hold Friends in
the light at that time as well.
June 3 Sat 5:30 pm Peace potluck at the Perry City
Meetinghouse, followed by a discussion on torture. What is
it? Is it happening? Why? Are we a part of it? ***

June 18 Sun July newsletter due date. Please contact Bronwyn
Mohlke if you have anything to be included in the July newsletter (see contact information listed below).
10:00 am Singing at the Hector meetinghouse
10:30 am Meeting for Worship for all ages, Hector
meetinghouse
10:45 am Children are welcome to go out back for kids’ activities; Power Quakers meet outside
June 20 Tues 7:00 pm Chris Gartlein will share with us his
Quaker Journey / at the Burtt House ***
June 27 Tues 7:15 pm Meeting for Healing – at Elspeth’s
home, 222 Miller Street ***

June 4 Sun 10:00 am Singing at the Hector meetinghouse

June 25 Sun 10:00 am Singing at the Hector meetinghouse

10:30 am Meeting for Worship for all ages, Hector
meetinghouse

10:30 am Meeting for Worship for all ages, Hector
meetinghouse

10:45 am Children are welcome to go out back for kids’ activities; Power Quakers meet outside

10:45 am Children are welcome to go out back for kids’
activities

Rise of Mtg Social Justice Committee discussion on
Responding to Increasing Energy Prices at the County Level.
All are encouraged to attend. ***

Rise of Mtg Light brunch. Please bring ﬁnger foods to
share.

7:00 pm Thor’s memorial meeting for worship / Hector
Meetinghouse ***

June 29 Thurs 8:30 pm As part of the Ministry and Oversight
committee meeting, Friends will be held in the Light at 8:30.
Those not on the committee are welcome to hold Friends in
the light at that time as well.

June 6 Tues 7:30 pm Peace Witness committee meeting at the
Burtt House. All interested are welcome to attend.
June 7 Wed 1:15 – 3pm Kitchen Cupboard. Call Ginny
Gartlein for information (272-3471). Please remember—
Kitchen Cupboard desperately needs brown paper bags.
June 8 Thurs 7:00 pm Erica Weiss will speak about relief work
she did in January, 2006 with the Red Cross to aid Hurricane
Katrina victims in Louisiana / held at the Burtt House ***
June 11 Sun 10:00 am Singing at the Hector meetinghouse
10:30 am Meeting for Worship for all ages, Hector
meetinghouse
10:45 am Children are welcome to go out back for kids’
activities
12:30 pm Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business.
Bring a sandwich and a half, if you’re so inclined, to share
with those who may have forgotten. Child care provided on
request (see above.)
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June 26 – 29 9 am– 2 pm “Living Simply” our Meeting’s
Quaker camp for kids ***

June 30 Fri 6:00 pm Come celebrate the end of Quaker camp,
and see what the kids have been up to this week! Dish-topass supper, followed by a camp ﬁre, singing, s’mores and a
camp out for those who would like to stay overnight. Camp
will provide breakfast on Saturday morning (oatmeal and
scrambled eggs).
*** = more details will be found in the announcement section of
the newsletter

Do you have something for the July
newsletter?

Please get all information you’d like to have included in the July
newsletter to Bronwyn Mohlke, by the method of your choice, no
later than Sunday, June 18. (277-4183 / bjm9@cornell.ed
bjm9@cornell.edu / 52
Gray Road, Ithaca, NY 14850 or after meeting for worship on June
18.)
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Announcements
Meeting for Worship at the Hector
Meetinghouse

Now that we are meeting at the Hector Meetinghouse, please
remember to park only on the same side of the road as the
Meetinghouse is on, and to leave two car lengths on either side of
the driveways on both sides of our driveway, so that our neighbors
have good visibility for pulling out. Thank you.
How about carpooling? Listen for announcements after
Meeting, or contact Margaret McCasland, mmccasla@twcny.
rr.com or 272-2544.

Peace Potluck at Perry City Meetinghouse /
Saturday, June 3

The Perry City Friends (Quakers) invite you to a “peace potluck”
on the ﬁrst Saturday of each month. Everyone is welcome to share
thoughts, feelings, and actions in a safe haven as we explore paths
to peace together. The next meeting will be Saturday, June 3rd at
the Perry City Meeting House on Route 227 in Perry City. Dish to
pass at 5:30; discussion at 7:00. This month we will be discussing
torture. What is it? Is it happening? Why? Are we a part of it? For
more information, call Mary Graham—387-9046.

Peace Witness Committee meeting /
Tuesday, June 6

The Peace Witness Committee meets the ﬁrst Tuesday of the month
at the Burtt House at 7:30. This month it is on Tuesday, June 6. All
interested are encouraged to come.

Erica Weiss will share her work with the Red
Cross to aid Katrina victims / Thursday, June 8

On Thursday, June 8 at 7:00 pm Erica Weiss will speak about relief
work she did in January, 2006 with the Red Cross to aid Hurricane
Katrina victims in Louisiana. Erica will share her experiences, insights, and some photos with us. This will be held at the Burtt
House.

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business
/ June 11

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business will be held after
the rise of Meeting for Worship on June 11. All are encouraged to
attend. Please come with an open mind and a listening heart, mindful of our Meeting as a loving community and business conducted
under a spirit of worship.

Social Justice Committee: Responding to
Increasing Energy Prices at the County Level
/ June 4

Memorial Service to celebrate the life of
Vicki Cooley / June 11

Memorial Meeting for Thor Rhodin / Sunday,
June 4

Second Sunday Celebration Circle / June 11

Like a stopped clock, President Bush is occasionally right. America
is, as he said, “addicted to oil.” He—and most of the rest of us—
hasn’t yet looked at what that means in a world where energy
demand is steadily increasing but supply is peaking, with an eventual decline to come.
At the rise of the June 4th Meeting, the Social Justice
Committee will spend the ﬁrst hour of their meeting on a presentation by TC Local, a group examining the situation that this energy
shortage will present to this area, and local responses for addressing it. Simon St.Laurent, Jon Bosak, and others will ﬁrst examine
the prospects for energy prices. After that, we’ll brieﬂy explore the
many aspects of life that substantially increasing energy prices will
affect, from transportation, to food production and distribution, to
housing and community, and the resources our community has to
deal with them. Everyone is invited.

The Memorial Meeting for Thor Rhodin, who died February 17,
will be held at the Hector Meetinghouse on Sunday evening, June
4, at 7:00 p.m. It will be simple, quiet, and peaceful in keeping
with Friends’ ways. For those who would like to gather afterwards,
all are welcome to proceed to the Burtt House for a time of fellowship after the Memorial Meeting. (See Thor’s obituary further on
in this newsletter)
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On June 11th at 11:00 a.m., Vicki Cooley will be remembered at a
memorial service, held at Long Point Camp, Penn Yan, under the
care of Central Finger Lakes Meeting. A Quaker memorial service
is a quiet meeting for worship in which those who are moved speak
out of the silence. There will be additional chances to remember
Vicki book to write down memories or reﬂections, and time during
the reception to share with each other. A lunch reception will follow the memorial service.
Friends are welcome to join the Cooley family at their home
in Dundee, NY (a 15-minute drive to Long Point Camp) on June
10 (Saturday) at 6:00 for a potluck and bonﬁre (Vicki loved bonﬁres). Bring a dish if it’s convenient, just bring yourself if it’s not.
Childcare will be provided during the memorial service. It
will help us provide adequate childcare if you call or email Greta
Mickey by June 4th.
If you have questions, please call or e-mail Greta Mickey at
(607) 243-5668, <gretamickey@frontiernet.net>.
On Sunday, June 11, Jody Kessler will be leading the Second
Sunday Celebration Circle, at 7 PM at the Santosha Yoga
Center, in the Aeroplane Factory Building (get in touch with Jody
if you need directions / 272-0968). This month’s theme will be
“The Power of Prayer.” Share in a deep, devotional, participatory
experience that weaves together various elements of worship from
many traditions: uplifting songs and sacred chants, prayers, poetry
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and inspirational readings, guided meditation and silent reﬂection,
a short talk exploring a spiritual topic, simple, participatory ritual
designed to integrate the teaching, an opportunity to share from the
heart, in supportive spiritual fellowship. . Donations are gratefully
accepted to help cover expenses. Because of the meditative nature
of this service, we ask that you arrive on time, and that you do not
bring small children.

Threshold Choir / June 15 and 19

Dear Singers,
We will meet on Thursday, June 15 at 7-9pm at Mary Beth
Tierney’s, 12 Knoll Tree Road and sing the following Monday,
June 19, at 10:30 at Lakeside.
Threshold Choirs started in the Bay Area in California. Their
purpose is to ease transitions, to help people cross into new states
of being, usually at times of death, birth, or weddings. They are
non-sectarian but this ministry seems particularly appropriate for
Friends. All singers are welcome, so come and bring a f/Friend.
For more information, please call Melody Johnson, 272-8755.

Chris Gartlein’s Quaker Journey / Tuesday,
June 20

Chris Gartlein will share with us his Quaker Journey on Tuesday,
June 20, at 7:00 p.m. at the Burtt House. (Please note: the Program
Committee is trying a new time for some adult discussions. If
Sunday mornings have been difﬁcult for you to make, we hope
this time will be better.)

Meeting for Healing / at Elspeth Rhodin’s
home on Tuesday, June 27
GIVING AND RECEIVING
...There is generosity in giving, but gentleness in receiving. The common emphasis on giving has indeed helped
to destroy the receptive attitude in us all. Yet the one is but
a personal luxury, a thing to be earned and worked for,
an extra, a garland for one’s own head at the feast of life;
the other is a part of that general thankfulness which is
worked into the very dough of which our bread is kneaded---it comes with every day of sunshine or night of stars:
and gratitude is the greatest tribute which one human being can offer to another, since it is the same as must be
offered with every breath of our happiness to God.
We feel this unconsciously, and love those people who
give with humility, or who accept with ease.
—Freya Stark

A Meeting for Healing is held at 7:15 on the fourth Tuesday of
every month. This month it will be held on June 27 in Elspeth
Rhodin’s home (222 Miller Street, Ithaca). All are welcome to attend. If you have a concern but cannot attend, let Elspeth know,
and you will be held in the Light. For directions, or more information, please call Elspeth at 273-7062.
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Living Simply: Meeting’s Camp for Kids / June
26 through June 29

We are planning once again for a few special days of Quakercentered learning, play, discovery and community. Focused on
our youth, our camp provides all who participate with a special
opportunity to strengthen our connections to one another and to
Quaker values and practices. We welcome all our youth, from infant through teen, and enjoy our time in both mixed-age gatherings
and the age-graded groups. Children three and under are welcome
to attend with a parent or guardian. Camp is convened by many
adult volunteers. We welcome parents and others to stay and assist
one or more days.
Camp will convene from 9am to 2pm. (We ask that children
who have not yet attended kindergarten have adult companionship
for the afternoon, beginning with 12:30 lunch.) Families may want
to make informal child care trades for afternoons (and for Friday),
and are welcome to take full advantage of our rustic camp facilities
and the beautiful setting.
All minors attending camp without their parents must turn
in a completed and signed registration form to attend camp.
Registration forms (one per child) are due Sunday, June 4th and
are available at Meeting, or can be downloaded at <http://www.
ithacamonthlymeeting.org/internal.html>.
Families may feel moved to make a donation between $30 and
$60 per child to help cover our costs for facilities and supplies.
Registered campers will get tshirts. Adult sizes are available for
purchase (see registration form).
We are still looking for volunteers, particularly for Thursday,
June 29, when we will go down to the creek to swim, and will
want lots of adults to help supervise. Please contact any of the
camp organizers: Rini Clarkberg (277-9364, mec30@cornell.edu),
Bronwyn Mohlke (277-4183, bjm9@cornell.edu), Tonia Saxon
(387-5244, abs6@cornell.edu), or Ellie Rosenberg (277-1024).
This year’s theme, Living Simply, will be addressed on many
levels. We have planned craft activities that include “Reduce, reuse and recycle”. If you have any of the following supplies to share
with us, please let us know:
• Magazines with pretty pictures
• Soda bottles, milk containers and jugs (to make bird feeders)
• Yarn
• Felt
• Old clothes to be cut up
• Flannel shirts
• Blue jeans
• Old sheets (to make cloth napkins)
• Knitting needles—Please use some sort of tape to ﬂag them
with your name so that we can return them to you. Don’t send
any precious or rare needles! Circular, double-pointed, and
straight needles welcome, the most useful sizes are between 4 and
12
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Floating Meeting / Friday, June 30 and
Saturday, July 22

A request for stories from Lee-Ellen Marvin

Friends – June’s Floating Meeting will take place on June 30th,
on the Route 79 property as a camp out at the end of our Quaker
camp. We’ll begin at 6:00 pm with a dish-to-pass supper for everyone from Meeting. There will be a campﬁre, singing, s’mores
and a showcase of some of the creations of camp. Bring your tent
if you are so inclined and be a part of our Quaker village. Camp
will provide breakfast (oatmeal and scrambled eggs) on Saturday
morning.
Melody and Dick will host Floating Meeting at their home on
Saturday, July 22, starting at 4:00 pm, earlier than usual, so that
anyone who would like to can take a dip in their pond! Their address is 112 Mount Pleasant Road, Ithaca. For directions, or more
information, please call Melody at 272-8755.
Floating Meeting is an intergenerational meeting for worship
and time to get to know each other better. It became known as
Floating Meeting because it takes place in a different home each
month. Are you interested in hosting a Floating Meeting at your
home? Give Wendy Wolfe a call (273-4324). You can choose the
date.

Annual Meeting Picnic / September 24

Friends – save the date of Sunday, September 24 for our Meeting
annual picnic, to be held at Taughannock State Park. Stay tuned
for more details!

Directory Changes

Please send any corrections or additions to the 2005 directory to
Steve and Bronwyn Mohlke, 52 Gray Road, Ithaca, NY 14850 /
277-4183 / <bjm9@cornell.edu>
Corrections:
Sue Baker-Carr’s work phone is 256-0882
Suzanne Kates has a new eddress: katesroni@gmail.com
Additions:
Kate Drennan / katherineyvette@gmail.co
katherineyvette@gmail.com / (607) 592-6966

Reminder from the Financial Planning
Committee

—Lee-Ellen Marvin, Folklorist & Storyteller
lmarvin@twcny.rr.com
lmarvin@twcny.rr.co

Our Treasurer has a set up special earmarked account for the New
Meeting House. Although Meeting is still laboring to determine
the essential aspects of a new Meeting House, that cost, and how
those funds will be raised, it is clear that we need considerably
more funds than we currently have in hand. Friends are encouraged to contribute to the new Meeting House fund now and in the
coming months as they are able. Simply make the check payable
to Ithaca Monthly Meeting, as usual, indicate on the check or in
an accompanying note the purpose of the contribution, and send to
Mike Simkin, our Treasurer.
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Many of you know that I am a storyteller and folklorist. I’m working on a new project that combines those two disciplines, and I
need your help. I’m looking for stories of Tompkins County women involved in peace and social action. These stories will be used
for a performance project called, “Standing Up” which will focus on women who made brave or unusual decisions to protest
injustice or initiate social change. I’m looking for suggestions and
interviews with women involved in social action or those who remember inspiring women from Tompkins County. The collected
stories will be shaped into a full-length program to be performed
in the county in the fall of 2006. Suggestions can be emailed to
lmarvin@twcny.rr.com, or by calling me at 273-2049. This projlmarvin@twcny.rr.co
ect is made possible in part with public funds from the Community
Arts Partnership of Tompkins County and the NYS Council on the
Arts Decentralization Program.
A pilot version of “Standing Up” premiered in the fall of 2005
during a fundraising concertf or the “Eyes Wide Open”, when I
created three short stories about women as peace activists. Each
story focused on the women’s moments of decision. I began with
the story of Jeanette Rankin, who was the ﬁrst women to be elected to congress. Rankin was sworn into ofﬁce on the very same
day that President Woodrow Wilson asked the nation to join the
“Great War”, and my story focused on Rankin’s dilemma to either
show that a woman could be as tough as men in ofﬁce by voting
for the war act, or represent the ideals of many women by voting for peace. I also developed a short story about Clare Grady’s
decision to join the St. Patrick’s Day protest, using court records
and an interview with Clare. The third story was based on written statements by Cindy Sheehan combined with a traditional
German folktale about a grieving mother. These stories are very
short and focused, and while they are creative interpretations of
each woman’s experience, I tried to capture the emotional tone of
their difﬁcult decisions.
For more information about my storytelling and research projects, go to http://home.twcny.rr.com/lmarvin
http://home.twcny.rr.com/lmarvin/

Quaker Blogs

Simon St.Laurent shares the following:
I stumbled over this collection of Quaker blogs the other day:
http://planet.quaker.org/
http://planet.quaker.org
It’s pretty eclectic, and not everything there is explicitly to do
with Quakerism, but different parts will undoubtedly be interesting to different people. (Its maintainer is up in Potsdam, not too far
away, but the blog entries themselves come from all over.)
I’ve also been recording my own thoughts on Quakerism occasionally at:
http://lightandsilence.org/
http://lightandsilence.org
I’m mostly reﬂecting on early Quakerism, quoting pieces that
seem especially interesting and not yet adding too much editorial. Anyway, hopefully this all might strike some good sparks for
people.
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Powell House / Upcoming Events

August 16-20, 2006: Powell House Painting Party
Come join us at Powell House for 5 days or just for a day durig this
painting week. We have plenty of painting to be done inside and
out-and you know we’ll have fun doing it. We ask that you plan to
paint a minimum of four hours per day. You can work for conference credit, for fun or both.
Melanie-Claire Mallison has volunteered to cook for the week.
So you know the food will be good. Our ﬁrst meal will be lunch on
Wednesday. Bring a topic to discuss while we paint or in the evening after a swim. If you are under 18 either bring an adult sponsor
or plan to go home each night.
* Cost: $15 registration fee * No childcare available

—Melanie-Claire Mallison

August 18-20, 2006: Newsletter Editors’ Conference,
Facilitated by Melanie-Claire Mallison
Every Monthly Meeting has a newsletter or a way of sharing announcements and business meeting minutes. But newsletters can be
so much more and reach so much further! Come and explore everything about Monthly Meeting newsletters! From the ways we create
them, to the ways we distribute them. From paper copies to web site
html. >From personal announcements to global Quaker activities.
We’ll cover the main themes of newsletters—creation, gathering
content, what to include, distribution, and.... enter your concern
here!
Melanie-Claire Mallison, a member of Ithaca Monthly
Meeting, is responsible for several monthly entries into IMM’s
newsletter, including the minutes from Meeting for Business and
the Powell House calendar. She also formats the Powell House
News (and used to format, edit and distribute the NYYM Religious
Education Committee’s newsletter, The Net). Melanie-Claire
would love to see the creation of a MM newsletter editor listserve,
for easy sharing and copying of all sorts of Quaker information.

Dear friends:
Since June, July and August are ‘slow’ months at Powell
House, I’ve put in all the adult and youth conference descriptions
for June thru August below.
Please note especially the ﬁrst ever PoHo Reunion for everyone who ever attended a PoHo Youth Conference or Junior Yearly
Meeting, and your opportunity in August to let me cook for you for
a whole week, for only $15! Very special!! : )
Please contact Powell House at 518-794-8811 or go on the
web at http://www.powellhouse.org to register for any conference.
Thank you!
June 2-4, 2006: Experience Spiritual Healing*—For yourself and loved ones / Facilitated by a host of healers
On this weekend, Powell House will be host for a number of experienced Spiritual healers. You are invited to be a participant.
Experience Spiritual Healing for yourself, share the experience
with others. Topics will include the distinctions between healing
and curing, the responsibility of the client as participant, selfcare, and more. During the weekend, there will be several healing
sessions, some brief, some longer. Interspersed with the healing
sessions will be opportunities for rest, relaxing activities, art, music and movement, or yoga. Space for this weekend experience is
limited (20 participants). Registrations require a non-refundable
deposit of $50 and will be accepted on a ﬁrst-come-ﬁrst-served
basis. This is a unique opportunity for a relaxing and healing
weekend, open to anyone who wishes to experience and understand more fully, what Spiritual Healing is, and is not.
June 16-19, 2006: Living from the Divine Center: A
Contemplative Retreat, Led by Linda Chidsey
There are those who have found and those who are ﬁnding that a
deep life of prayer and attentiveness to God can be genuinely compatible with an active and effective spiritual/Christian presence in
the world. What canst thou say?
Come live into both the questions and the promise as we seek
to establish a more contemplative rhythm and practice during this
extended weekend. There will be times of group discussion and
reﬂection; opportunities for solitude and the practice of both individual and corporate disciplines-prayer, lexio divina (divine
reading), journaling, walking the labyrinth. We will share overnight silence and a silent meal.
Perhaps in these times, more than ever before, we long to
touch the Divine Center and lay hold of the Source of our lives.
July 13-16, 2006: PoHo Youth Reunion 2006:
Celebrating the Last Four Decades of Quaking in the
ACC, Thursday, July 13th through Sunday, July 16th,
2006
Bring yourselves & bring your families (back) to Powell House!
Celebrate with friends at the biggest event in the history of Powell
House! Help ensure the future of the place that changed all of our
lives! Registration now open! For registrations, donations and volunteer opportunities, please visit: www.PowellHouseReunion.org.
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Thor N. Rhodin, Professor Emeritus, Applied
and Engineering Physics, Cornell University;
December 9, 1920 to February 17, 2006.

Professor Thor Rhodin died quietly in his sleep on 17 February
2006. He was an eminent scientist and educator, a dedicated
Quaker and a devoted family man.
He earned his B.S. from Haverford in 1942 and his Ph.D.
from Princeton in 1946. His career as an educator spanned
more than 30 years beginning at the James Franc Institute of the
University of Chicago and ending at the School of Applied and
Engineering Physics at Cornell University during which time he
taught at Cambridge University and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology as well. He lectured on a wide range of subjects in the
physical sciences to countless undergraduate, graduate and postdoctoral students on three continents.
Professor Rhodin is credited with pioneering work in the birth
and evolution of surface sciences beginning with his research on
surface sensitivity using auger electron spectroscopy. He played a
major role, over several decades, in shaping the development of
the ﬁeld from fundamental work, using the ﬁeld ion microscope,
on the imaging and bonding of individual atoms at surfaces to the
fundamentals of surface catalysis of hydrocarbon chemistry by the
transition metals. His early work at Cornell on the atomic pro-
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cesses that lead to the formation of oriented epitaxial crystalline
ﬁlms on substrates is still quoted extensively in current literature.
Thor had a reputation for excellent instincts in choosing the directions of research that would make the biggest impact in the
ﬁelds of surface physics and surface chemistry. Author of more
than 200 scientiﬁc articles over his career, Thor attracted the best
students to work with him, many of whom have subsequently become recognized leaders in the ﬁeld in their own right. He received
the Humboldt Senior Scientist Prize in 1986, was a fellow of the
American Physical Society and served as advisory editor on numerous scientiﬁc journals.
In his 80’s, Thor inspired, and actively participated in, cutting
edge research in the ﬁeld of atomic force microscopy (“AFM”).
He mobilized interdisciplinary initiatives involving experts in
physics, surface sciences, microbiology and genetics, culminating
in the publication of several articles on the imaging of RNA polymerase II. His work established the plausibility of using AFM as a
direct imaging tool for large protein complexes that are being increasingly recognized to be critical for many cellular functions.
Thor worshipped with the Ithaca Society of Friends and actively
supported its mission from 1958 until his health began to deteriorate. He served as its Clerk from 1976 to 1978 and was active in its
First Day School in the 1960’s and the 1980’s. At various times, he
acted as Recording Clerk on numerous committees including the
Program Committee, Ministry and Oversight, Trustees, Peace and
Social Action and the Burtt House Committee; in addition, he frequently served as the Meeting’s representative at Regional Meeting
and the New York Yearly Meeting. As a longstanding member of
the Union of Concerned Scientists, he was steadfast in his support
of their work in addressing critical arms control and environmental
issues. Working evenings and weekends, Thor was an active draft
counsellor during the Vietnam War.
He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Elspeth Lindsay
Rhodin, his four children and seven grandchildren. His son, Robin,
practices as an orthopaedic surgeon in Beaufort, S.C. His daughter,
Ann, is an artist living in Ithaca, N.Y. His son, Lindsay, is a merchant banker in London, England and his son, Jeffrey, is a business
process re-engineering expert based in Boston, Mass.
A Quaker Memorial Meeting will be held in his remembrance
at the Hector Meeting House, 5066 Perry City Road, in Ithaca on
Sunday, June 4th 2006.

Minutes of the May 2006 Meeting for Worship
with Attention to Business of the Ithaca
Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends, Inc.
Beth Jolles, Clerk
Tom Brown, Assistant Clerk
Melanie-Claire Mallison, Recording Clerk
Steve Mohlke, Treasurer
(@ signiﬁes that the minute has been read and approved.)
200605.1. Gathering
The Ithaca Monthly Meeting (IMM) met on Sunday, May 7, 2006
in the Cul de Snack, Anabel Taylor Hall, Cornell University, for
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business. At 12:45 PM, 29
F/friends settled into worship. Clerk read the following advices
from NYYM Faith and Practice:
#6. Parents and older Friends are advised to be sensitive to the
insights of younger people and to keep a close and sympathetic
contact with them. Children are urged to love and respect their parents that all may be led together to the Light Within.
#15. All are especially cautioned against any harshness of tone
or manner when administering counsel or reproof, either privately
or in meetings. Friends should speak truth with love, remembering
that if they would do God’s work, they must abide in God’s love.
Even a seeming harshness may check the beginnings of true repentance, and a lack of sympathy may cause harm where only good
was intended.
#16. Friends’ business meetings are meetings for worship with
a concern for business. When there seems to be disagreement, a
free expression of all opinions should be encouraged. Those who
speak in meetings for business are advised not to be unduly persistent in advocacy or opposition, but, after having fully expressed
their views, to recognize the generally expressed sense of the
meeting. A deep and seeking silence can help to reconcile seemingly opposing points of view. Meetings should be conducted in
the spirit of wisdom, forbearance, and love.
Clerk reported that she had received no requests for items to
be put on the Consent Agenda. She distributed three proposed minutes laid over from previous Monthly Meetings.
200602.2. Alternative Sites Committee Report
The Alternative Sites Committee presented their notes from the
open houses at 415 Elm Street and a request to MM (on ﬁle with
the clerk). We labored for about 2.5 hours before proposing the following Minutes:
We request Trustees to obtain agreement from the owners of
415 Elm St. for an in-depth inspection of it.
Ithaca Monthly Meeting approved this minute. @
We request that the Financial Planning Committee and
Treasurer prepare a report of the assets and resources that are available for the Meeting House for a discussion at the June Meeting for
Worship with Attention to Business.
Ithaca Monthly Meeting approved this minute. @
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200605.3. Consideration of Previously Laid Over
Minutes

Blessed Community continued from page 1

A. Spiritual Gifts
Ministry & Oversight requested the following minute be considered in addition to our Marriage: Same Sex Unions Minute passed
February 13, 1995: The IMMRSF, in deliberation on the subject of
same-sex union, celebrates and supports the diversity of caring human relationships. We accept for Clearness for Marriage under the
care of the Meeting any loving, committed relationship between
two adults.
The Ithaca Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends agrees that spiritual gifts are distributed without regard to
gender identity or to a person being heterosexual, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgendered, and we afﬁrm that we are all equal before
God. Our Quaker testimony guides us to an all-embracing practice
of human equality.
Ithaca Monthly Meeting approved this minute. @
B. Right Sharing of the World’s Resources
Ithaca Monthly Meeting commits itself, corporately and as individuals, to explore how we may facilitate meeting the minimum
needs of all. We all have an impact. The products we choose to
purchase, how we invest our money, and our lifestyles all play
a role. We commit ourselves to
doing research, educating ourselves, and sharing the results
with each other so that we may
all, as we feel led, be part of the
solution. Recognizing the inﬂuence of government and business
on the use and distribution of
resources, we also commit ourselves to bringing right sharing
issues to public attention.
Ithaca Monthly Meeting approved this minute. @

• The Power of Conscience
• Quakers against Torture (led by John Calvi, who also spoke at
Farmington• Scipio Spring Gathering)
• Race, Love, and Justice
• Reading the Gospel According to John
• Roundtable for First Day School Teachers
• The Spirit and the Cosmos
• Taking Quaker Minutes
• When the Walls Come Tumbling Down (27,000 leave New York
State prisons each year. Learn what faith communities are
doing in the areas of employment, housing, education, healthcare, and voting, to promote the successful reintegration of
formerly incarcerated individuals.)
Interest Groups during Summer Sessions 2006 include:
• The Bolivian Quaker Education Fund – Growth and Challenge
• Breaking the Barriers (Members of the Rural & Migrant
Ministry Youth Arts Group)
• Couple Enrichment
• FGC Youth Ministries Committee
• Finding Our Role in Earthcare
• Following the Spirit, Young Adults in Leadership Roles
• Joys and Challenges of Raising
Children in Multiracial Families
• Peace Circles
• The Power of Conscience
• Socially Responsible Investing
• White Friends Sharing Feelings
about Racism

Please note: there is ﬁnancial assistance available from
our Meeting and from New York
Yearly Meeting.
To help make Silver Bay more
affordable
to Friends in need, the
C. Peace Witness
Advancement
Committee proPerry City Friends Meeting
vides
modest
scholarships. To
proposes that the FarmingtonIthaca
Monthly
Meeting
moves
to
Hector
Meetinghouse
during
apply
for
an
Advancement
scholScipio
Regional
Meeting
the summer.
arship,
ﬁ
rst,
ask
your
monthly
provide as a service to members, attenders, and others, an escrow account to hold the funds meeting and quarterly regional meeting for support. Second, ﬁll
that individuals withhold from the federal government in war out the Financial Assistance section of your registration form stattax witness, on the model of the escrow account of Purchase ing the amount you expect to receive from your meeting. Then
Quarterly Meeting. The meeting feels that this would provide a write in the amount you need from the Advancement Committee.
broader base of support for Friends and others called to war tax Our committee provides adults and children up to one third the
cost of the lowest-priced housing. If you have a physical condition
witness and provide a pathway for others with this leading.
that limits your mobility and your access to the lower-priced housIthaca Monthly Meeting approved this minute. @
ing units, please give us that information on your registration form.
200605.4. Treasurer’s Report
We may be able to adjust your scholarship.
A copy of the Treasurer’s report was distributed and is availScholarship applications are due in the Yearly Meeting ofﬁce
able from the Treasurer upon request. @
by July 1. If you are a ﬁrst timer, please be sure to check that box
At 4:10 PM F/friends gathered into worship before adjourn- on the registration form. A conﬁrmation slip will be mailed to you
ing. We will meet again for Worship with Attention to Business on July 12 indicating the level of aid you will receive. This slip
on June 11, 2006, at the Hector Meetinghouse after the rise of must he presented to the Silver Bay desk as part payment of your
Meeting for Worship.
bill.
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn L. Ray,
Recording Clerk for the day
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